
தென்னாடுடைய சிவனன ன ாற்றி 

எந் நாட்ைவர்க்கும் இடறவா ன ாற்றி 

 

Ambal: Akhilandeswari 

Shiva : Agasteeswara 

Adhanur Village, Komal Panchayat, Thiruthuraipoondi Circle 

Ponnirai Post, Thiruvarur District 

Tirtha : Harischandra Theertham 

Dear Devotees, 

Arulmikyu Akilanteshwari Ambal Sametha Agastheeswarar Temple, located  in the village 
Adhanur, Thiruthuraipoondi Circle, Thiruvarur District, is an age old temple and Lord Shiva 
bestows His Blessings on us from this pious location.   

The sun’s (Adhavan) rays will reach out and embrace the Linga in the temple 3 days in a year 
during the month of Chitrai and that’s why this place is known as Adhanur from time 
immemorial.  

The name of "Agastheeswara" is attributed to the Lord because Rishimuni  Agasthiya had 
worshipped this deity and prayed to His consort, Devi Akilandeshwari to protect and nurture 
the Universe and She delightfully gave that boon to Agasthiyar.  

The temple is very ancient and the history of the place is quite amazing. 



Thousands of years ago, when a poor farmer, Nandan, was being tested by the Blessed Lord 
Saneeswara, he came to this temple due to his good fate, and  prayed to Lord Agastheeswara, 
and the Lord with His Consort manifested in front of Nandan and blessed him personally.   

Subsequent to Nandan’s blessings by Lord Shiva, Sani Bhagawan has withdrawn from Nandan 
and this place and  taken abode at  the Thirukollikkaadu  Agnipureeswarar temple, about 3 km 
northwest  of Adhanur. 

To commemorate this blessed event, according to the 
folklores, an Annual Car Festival was held every year. But in 
later years, as the wealth and status of the temple got 
diminished, the festival was skipped altogether. Story goes 
this way, one year, during the Car Float, there was an 
accident and the Car had lost its control and ran into the 
pond,  Harichandra Theertham nearby and submerged. The 

temple is located on the banks of the river Harichandra, a tributary to Vennar. The river 
Harichandra, where the Maharaja of Harichandra meditated and the temple pond, “Soorya 
Pushkarani” where he performed his penance, bathed and got rid of his sins, is nearby and 
that’s why the pond was also called Harichandra Theertha.  

It is believed that Valli, Devasena Sametha Muthukumaraswamy is dwelling in this holy temple 
and revered and worshipped as equal to the deity in Vaitheeswaran Koil. Countless devotees 
have performed their “Parikarams” praying to Lord Muthukumaran to get rid of the eye 
deformities, vision problems & eye diseases and skin diseases like Psoriasis, as devotees do in 
Vaitheeswaran Kovil.   

On the Thiruvarur – Thiruthiraipoondi corridor, at Aalaththambaadi  junction, one can take a 
westerly detour through the Mazhavarayanallur road   to reach Adhanur some 3 k.m from that 
junction. We know that Thiruvarur is the place of birth and that this place, which is near to the 
sacred earth, is worthy of a visit once in a lifetime. 

We have got an opportunity to do Kaingaryam to render this old temple to its erstwhile glory. 
As it is located in a small village, many people are unaware about it and in due course it had 
come to be forgotten. The temple had been let to the nature’s fury and no-use and had become 
desolate and depilated. 

 



So friends, you know how much good will it renders, if you just lit a lamp in Shiva temple. Now 
we have the chance to get a Shiva temple renovated. 

The Vedic priests have been performing  the daily Nitya Puja (for a long time) with earnestness 
and grit with no external support  in this temple, which has long since collapsed, giving way to 
the forces of  nature, reducing to the ground.. 

We are keen to consecrate the Archa Murthis of the deities 
Swamy Agastheeswar, Ambal Akilaandeshwari, Lord  
Ganesha, Muthukumaraswamy, Valli, Devaayana, Perumal, 
Durga, Chandikeswara, Bhairavar, Nandi, Navagrahas with 
separate Vimanaa for the Gods and the Goddesses. 

We ask the devotees to beseech the benevolence of 
Sarveshwaran, by way of donating freely, 
or by taking part in performing the rituals, 

or by undertaking responsibilities for some constructions, or by donating for 
the sculpturing of the deities.  

With time, even the name of the Perumal's Archa Murthy is lost in memory 
to our loss. If any of the benevolent devotees, wishes to take the 
responsibility of constructing a separate Vimana and Karpagraha for Him, 
then we are quite enthused to worship the deity with the Namah of the Lord 
Vishnu as per that devotee’s wish.   

In the first phase, the renovation budget is estimated to be Rs. 50 Lakhs. We 
seek all Lord’s  devotees to be part of this much needed endeavor to 
reinstate the past glory of the temple, albeit in a smaller scale by offering 
donations, offerings  in kind, efforts and in taking & discharging 
responsibilities for a section, part of the whole project. We urge you all to 
beseech the blessings of Lord Agastheeswar and Ambal Akilaandeshawri and Lord 
Muthukumaraswamy, by taking part in this temple rebuilding project. 
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